
 

 

 
MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING OF SELBY TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 26 APRIL 2021 HELD VIRTUALLY ONLINE 
 
PRESENT : Cllrs M Dyson ( Chair), F Matthews, M Davis, S Shaw-Wright,  

J Shaw-Wright, C Laskey, I Lawton, W Nichols, K Franks, G Harding, 
S Dunkley, S Andrew, M Fagan, K Arthur and E Lambert 

 
183 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
184 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Cllr J Proud. 
 
185 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 
 
 Item 198 – Station Gateway – Cllrs F Matthews and K Arthur 
 Item 199   - Heritage Action Zone – Cllr S Dunkley  
 
186 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
 
186.1 The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 29 March 2021 were 

considered. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 29 

March 2021 be approved as a correct record, subject to the inclusion of Cllr 
J Shaw-Wright and S Andrew in the Declaration of Interests for Selby 
Community Trust. 

 
186.2 The minutes of the Special Grants Meeting, held on 12 April 2021 were 

considered.  
 
 A Councillor updated that they had met with Selby Tennis Club but not the 

Church as yet. 
 
 The Tennis Club advised that roof repairs had recently been carried out and were 

running a project to involve free Tennis Lessons for school children in the Town 
area. They were working with the Schools to ensure the relevant children were 
involved. Junior memberships were charged at just £10 a year and it was 
considered that this had the makings of a good project for local children. 

  



 

 

RESOLVED: That  
 

(i) The Councillors update be noted; and 
(ii) The Minutes of the Special Grants Meeting, held on 12 April 2021 be 

approved as a correct record, subject to the addition in the Resolution 
to read ‘ That the Chair and Cllr M Davis be empowered to meet with 
Selby Tennis Club and St James Church on behalf of the Town 
Council’. 

 
186.3 The notes from the Market Working Group meeting, held on Friday 16 April 2021 

were considered.  
 
 RESOLVED: That the notes on the Market Working Group held on Friday 16 

April 2021 be approved as a correct record, subject to the inclusion of 
attendees in the notes. 

 
187 FUTURE OF COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD REMOTELY 
 
 Council considered the following regarding holding future Council Meetings:  
 

The Government have said that The Local Authorities and Police and Crime 
Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 
Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 will not apply to meetings on 
or after 7 May 2021. The Government’s roadmap proposes that organised indoor 
meetings (e.g. performances, conferences) are permitted from 17 May, subject to 
Covid secure guidelines and capacity rules. The government suggests that on 
this basis, councils should consider the extent to which their annual meetings 
(and any other meetings) can operate on the same basis as other local 
institutions in their area, taking into account their individual circumstances and 
requirements.  

 
 There has been a legal challenge raised to the above and the appeal is set for 

the 28 April, the court has directed that a timeline to proceed will ensure that the 
case be decided before the end of April. It is believed that a strong case has 
been built and that an optimistic outcome is predicted. In the meantime NALC 
have recommended Council make preparations to meet lawfully. 

 
 The Council must meet face to face to approve and sign the Annual Return 

(AGAR) and to appoint a Mayor and Deputy Mayor for 2021/22. This can be 
done safely and lawfully by holding the Annual meeting in the main hall at the 
Community Centre.  

 
 



 

 

 
To be quorate a minimum of 6 councillors would need to be physically present at 
the meeting, however there would be enough space, seated socially distanced in 
the main hall, for all councillors should they wish to be present.  

 
 As none of the Town Council committee or group meetings have delegated 

powers these can lawfully remain held on-line as long as council agree. 
 
 Other than the Annual Council as above, Council meetings could still be held on 

line with delegated powers in place and rather than resolutions in meetings 
acting as direct instructions to officers, they will advise and recommend what the 
Clerk would do, in conjunction with the Chair and Leader of the Council. 

 
 A Councillor put forward an amendment to the motion at point (b) to include the 

wording -  ‘Any decision made contrary to recommendation shall be reported to 
the next Council Meeting’. This was unanimously agreed. 

 
 Therefore the following motion was proposed for consideration and approval: 
 
 Proposed Motion: To address the issues raised by the Government’s refusal to 

extend the section of the Emergency Coronavirus Act that enabled Councils to 
lawfully meet and make resolutions on a remote basis, as of midnight on 7th May 
2021 Selby Town Council will: 

 
 (a) Delegate powers and duties to the Town Clerk (or in the absence of the 

Town Clerk, the Finance Manager) in conjunction with the Chair and Leader of 
the Council, to ensure the Town Council can continue to function effectively, 
other than where legislation requires that decisions must be made by council. 

 
 (b) Continue to hold remote meetings as scheduled, with the majority 

consensus on all matters operating as recommendations to the Town Clerk/ 
Finance Manager. Who will then make decisions taking into account these 
recommendations. 

 
 (c) Ensure all agendas and minutes during this time will include introductory 

wording referencing points A and B, to ensure clarity of purpose. 
 
 (d) Continue to ensure access maintained to the on line meetings for members 

of the public, to ensure public accountability and transparency. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 (e) Relieve the Town Clerk/Finance Manager of these delegated powers upon 

either the law being revised to enable fully lawful remote meetings or when in-
person meetings can safely take place. 

 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(i) The abovementioned motion be carried unanimously and approved 
subject to “any decision made contrary to recommendation shall be 
reported to the next meeting of Council” at the end of paragraph (b): 
and 

(ii) Following the legal challenge to be made on 28 April 2021, the Clerk 
and Leader of the Council be authorised to decide how to move 
forward with meetings.  

 
188 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
 
 It was noted that letters of thanks had been received from the following 

organisations for the Grants awarded; 
 
 Selby & District Rail Users Group, Citizens Advice Mid-North Yorkshire,  
 Paws For Pals Selby, Selby Abbey, Selby & District Family History Group, 
 Selby Civic Society and Spirit of Christmas 
 
 RESOLVED: That the abovementioned correspondence be noted. 
 
189 ACCOUNTS 
 
189.1 A folder containing all payments made since the last Town Council meeting had 

been available to view by appointment at the Town Hall. The RBS report detailing 
the list of payments, petty cash payments and credit card transactions between 1 
– 31 March 2021 were considered.  

 
The following payments made by the Clerk using delegated powers since the last 
meeting of Council for over £1,000 to be noted. 
 
£1,091.38 – Amey - Hedge Cutting at Stonebridge Allotments 
£1,248.00 – KPR Midlink Uk - New market payment system rental 
£1,920.00 – PKF Littlejohn - Audit Fee 
£1,970.00 – P Millvojevic – Re-lay kerbs in Cemetery 
£1,380.00 – Playscheme - Rope swing repairs at Barwic Parade Play area 
 
 



 

 

RESOLVED: That  
 
(i) The payments made between 1-31 March 2021 in the sum of 

£45,370.98, the petty cash payments made between 1 -31 March 2021 
in the sum of £31.27 and the credit card payments made between  
1 -31 March 2021 in the sum of £ 661.74 be approved; and 

 
(i) The abovementioned payments made by the Clerk for over £1,000 

under delegated authority be approved for payment. 
 

189.2 The balance at the Unity Bank on 31 March 2021 was £716,495.83 and the value 
of the funds on term deposit were: 

• £132,227.17 with Yorkshire Bank for a 12-month period (as at 19 December 
2020) 

• £99,403.05 (Bid Market Valuation as at 31 March 2021, Mid-Market Valuation 
£100,967.61) with Churches, Charities and Local Authorities (CCLA) Property 
Fund (A certificate has not yet been received due to the Easter break, 
however the March prices were circulated by email) 

• £104,503.93 with Yorkshire Bank for a 6-month period (as at 18 November 
2020) 

 
RESOLVED: that the balances on long term deposit be noted. 
 

189.3 It was noted that there was no virement required to transfer funds from the 
Market Budget to the Staffing Budget for April 2021.  

 

 Virements – Market Waste Budget £1,300 

Details 2021/22 Cost £ Balance against Budget 

Balance   £1,300.00 

April NIL  
Balance  £1,300.00 

 
189.4 It was noted that there was no virement required for April 2021 to transfer funds 

from the Wedding Expenditure to the Staffing Budget. 
  

  Virements – Wedding Expenditure Budget 
£1,000 

Details 2021/22 Cost £ Balance against Budget 

Balance   £1,300 

April NIL  

Balance  £1,300 

 



 

 

190 INTERNAL AUDIT 
 
 The Internal Auditors Report was received and considered. 
 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk provide an update for the next Finance and 
Staffing Committee Meeting on points raised in the Report. 

 
191 SELBY TOWN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
 

Councillor Davis updated that there was nothing to report on the Selby Town 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

  
 RESOLVED: That the update be noted. 
 
192 TRAINING  
 
 Council noted that the Clerk had passed CiLCA (Certificate in Local Council 
 Administration). 
  
 Councillor F Matthews thanked the Clerk for the work involved in obtaining this 

and passed on congratulations on behalf of the Town Council. He noted that by 
the Clerk holding this certificate it gave the Town Council the General Power of 
Competence. 

 
 RESOLVED: That the update be noted. 
 
193 SELBY TOWN ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP (STEP) 
 
 Councillor Davis advised that there were no updates on STEP at this time. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the update be noted. 
 
194 BIG LOCAL 
 
 Councillor Davis updated that the Big Local were conducting meetings virtually 

and they had recently held ‘litter picks’ around the Town.  
 
 RESOLVED: that the update be noted. 
 
195 POLICIES TO BE REVIEWED 
 

 There were no policies to be reviewed at this time. 
 



 

 

196 ONGOING ITEMS – CLERKS UPDATE  
  
 The Clerk provided the following Event updates, 196.1 to 196.13; 
 
196.1 Events – Fun Day Planning was continuing for the event to be held on Sunday 22 

August. 
 Food & Drink Festival - The Market Manager is continuing with the planning of 

the event to be held on 31 July. 
 Beer Festival – Cancelled, as notified previously. 
 Bonfire – Saturday 6 November  – Preliminary planning has started. 
 Cemetery Remembrance – Thursday 11 November 
 Remembrance Concert -  Thursday 11 November – A celebration of 100 years of 

the Royal British Legion. 
 Remembrance Day – Sunday 14 November – Preliminary planning in progress. 
 Christmas Lights – Saturday 27 November – Planning in progress. Most of the 

stall holders from last year’s cancelled event have booked for this years. 
  
196.2 Town Hall – Started taking bookings for later in the summer and onwards. There 

were 4 wedding ceremonies booked, the first one being 2nd May. 
 
196.3 Town Hall – Arts Centre – Preparation has started on making the Town Hall safe 

for re-opening to the public. It was hoped to be back to full operations by 
September. 

 
196.4 Office – Most members of the office team are back working in either the Town 
 Hall office or the 1811. No more than 2 members of staff per office to maintain 
 safe social distancing and hygiene measures are in place. 
 
196.5 Cemetery – Wildflower planting had commenced in the cemetery. It was noted 

that wildflower turf was to be provided adjacent to the Apiary in July. 
 
196.6 Longmann Hills Farmhouse – No updates  
 

196.7 Market  - The weekly market and monthly farmers market were now back to 
normal operating. Social distancing measures were still in place – e.g. stalls set 
further apart and traders offering hand sanitiser on their stalls. 

 A trial Night Market is to be held on Thursday 6 May 4pm to 8pm. 
 
196.8 Play Areas – The office had been made aware of young people digging large 

holes in the play area at Flaxley Road. The resource team had filled in the holes 
and no further damage had been reported.  

 
 



 

 

There had however been further complaints of anti-social behaviour by groups of 
youths, swearing and throwing drink bottles into neighbouring properties. 

 
 A Councillor asked for this discussion to continue in Part II of the Meeting. 
 
196.9 Allotments – An agitated caller phoned the office to report he was going to “do 

over the Pymbles allotment site”. The caller was anonymous, however the Admin 
Officer recorded the local phone number and this was reported to the Police. The 
Police confirmed the number was known to them and didn’t anticipate any 
problems, however they visited the allotments and would continue to monitor the 
site. 

 
196.10 Website – The Clerk was continuing to review the website content and add all 

documents. It is envisaged that this will be quite a long process. 
 
196.11Highways – Councillor K Arthur updated that Croftway would be closed on 17 to 

21 May 2021 for road resurfacing works. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Councillor’s update be noted. 
 
196.12Street Furniture/Street Lighting – No updates 
 
196.13 1811 Building – The lease has now been signed by both parties. 
 

RESOLVED: That  
(i) The abovementioned updates by the Clerk be noted: 
(ii) 196.8 – The Clerk arrange for a Notice to be placed at all Town Council 

Play Areas to advise that the site was being monitored by Town 
Council Staff and the Police; 

(iii) Further discussion take place in Part II of the meeting. 
 
197 PLANNING CONSULTATION RESPONSES 
 
 The Clerk reported on Planning Consultations dealt with under delegated 

authority since the last meeting of Council. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the Planning Consultations dealt with by the Clerk under 

delegated authority be approved. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

198 SELBY STATION GATEWAY TRANSFORMING CITIES FUND PROJECT 
 
 Cllrs Dyson and Davis updated that they had met with Tania Weston from SDC 

and the team from Transforming Cities Fund Project and a response has been 
submitted on behalf of the Town Council.  

 
 RESOLVED: That the update from Councillors Dyson and Davis be noted. 
 
199 SELBY HIGH STREET HERITAGE ACTION ZONE PROJECT (HSHAZ) 
 
 Consideration was given to an email received from Eleanor Cooper – SDC, and 

to consider appointing a member to the Steering Group.  
 
 RESOLVED: That Councillor S Shaw-Wright be the Town Council’s 

representative on the HSHAZ Steering Group. 
 
 A Councillor noted that a Consultation on ‘place and movement’ had been placed 

on the District Council’s website. North Yorkshire County Council, Selby District 
Council and York and North Yorkshire Local Enterprise Partnership had 
commissioned the study to identify a potential programme of projects for Selby 
and Sherburn town centres. 

 
 People of Selby and Sherburn were invited to give their views on proposals 

designed to reduce congestion, improve air quality and enhance public spaces in 
the Towns. The aim was to achieve more attractive and accessible places by 
changing the way in which the transport network operates and by reducing the 
impact of vehicles on the places where people want to move around, work, visit 
and enjoy leisure time. The Consultation would begin on 6 April on line. The 
District Council had asked for replies to the Consultation by 30 April 2021. 

 
 A Councillor noted that proposals would make the Town basically car free but 

that no thought had been given as to how local residents would get to their 
homes. 

 
 Council noted that lots of different Consultations were taking place for the Town, 

all doing different projects and trying to achieve different aims. It was agreed that 
all these projects should be brought together to bring about an overall 
improvement to the Town. 

 
  
 
 



 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk contact Selby District Council for the maps and plans 
of the Consultation. 

 
 The Clerk advised that an extension had been sought for this Consultation and 

she would update Councillors accordingly. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the Clerk ask Selby District Council for the Presentation 

on the ‘Moving Places and People’ as soon as possible to enable 
Councillors to comment on the Consultation. 

 
200 PRIVATE SESSION 
 

In accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 the Public and press will be excluded from the meeting 
for the discussion of the following exempt business.  

 
201 CEMETERY 
 

Cllr Davis and the Clerk updated Council on their meeting held with some of the 
grave owners who had received letters from the Town Council requesting the 
removal of fences and unauthorised tributes from their children’s graves. 
 
From these meetings, it would appear that the information around what is 
allowed as memorial tributes on Graves is not clear. The Cemetery Rules and 
Regulations will be brought to the next Land & Property Committee meeting on  
7 June 2021 to be reviewed. 

 
 Following the meetings it was brought to the attention of the Clerk that 
 comments had been made on social media. These were quite aggressive and 
 threatening towards Cllr Davis and the Clerk.  
 

A Councillor thanked the Clerk and Councillor Davis for dealing with this sensitive 
matter on behalf of the Town Council. It was agreed that the Police should be 
made aware of the threatening comments made on social media. This was 
not acceptable behaviour. 

  
RESOLVED: That  
 
(ii) Councillor Davis and the Clerk’s update be noted; and 
(iii) The Cemetery Rules and Regulations be brought to the next Land & 

Property Committee meeting on 7 June 2021 to be reviewed. 
 

 





 

 

 
203 CLOSURE OF MEETING AND DATE OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
 Monday 17 May 2021   Finance & Staffing Committee 
 Monday 24 May 2021   Annual Council & Town 
 Monday 7 June 2021   Land & Property Committee 
 Monday 28 June 2021  Council 
 
 


